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PROGRAM 

11:45am Registrations open

12:15pm Guests seated

12:25pm Welcome by MC James Lush

12:30pm Lunch is served

12:50pm Introduction by Jason Clift on
Executive General Manager Corporate & Private Banking (WA), Bankwest

1:00pm Report Launch: Housing aff ordability: the real costs of housing in WA
Prof Alan Duncan Director, Bankwest Curtin Economics Centre
Assoc Prof Steven Rowley Head of Department of Property Studies, Curtin 
University

1:25pm Panel Discussion and Q&A facilitated by James Lush
Dale Alcock Managing Director, Alcock Brown-Neaves Group
Ian Carter AM CEO, Anglicare 
Alan Duncan Director, Bankwest Curtin Economics Centre 
Tania Loosley-Smith General Manager Strategy and Policy, Department of Housing
Steven Rowley Head of Department of Property Studies, Curtin University

1:50pm Session wrap-up by MC James Lush

1:55pm Vote of thanks
Professor Graeme Wright, Deputy Vice Chancellor, Research and Development,
Curtin University

2:00pm Event ends



WELCOME FROM PROFESSOR ALAN DUNCAN

Welcome to launch of the second report in the Bankwest Curtin Economics 
Centre Focus on Western Australia series: Housing aff ordability: the real 

costs of housing in WA. 

It comes as no surprise that housing aff ordability remains a key economic and 
social issue facing West Australians. Housing costs have increased at rates 
consistently above the national average during the past decade by an extra fi ve 
percentage points or more annually. Real home values have increased signifi cantly, 
by 62 per cent in Perth and 76 per cent in regional WA, over a period that has
also seen home ownership rates fall.

This second BCEC report addresses the issue of housing aff ordability in WA. What 
are the main explanations for the rising trends in the State’s mortgage and rental 
costs? How do aff ordable housing options vary spatially for households on diff erent 
incomes and for diff erent household types?  The report includes fi ndings from a 
survey commissioned by the Centre that sheds new light on the trade-off s WA 
householders have made to aff ord their current home. 

At this luncheon, with the assistance of our expert panel: Dale Alcock, Managing 
Director, Alcock Brown-Neaves Group, Ian Carter AM, CEO, Anglicare, Tania 
Loosley-Smith, General Manager Strategy and Policy, Department of Housing and 
Steven Rowley, Head of Department of Property Studies, Curtin University, we 
hope to generate discussion among our audience of how to improve the situation 
and the policy interventions required to promote greater access to aff ordable 
housing in the state. 

Please enjoy lunch, networking with friends, colleagues and new acquaintances. 
We hope that this report series continues to generate exploration of key issues of 
importance to the State and the nation. 

Professor Alan Duncan
Director
Bankwest Curtin Economics Centre

Alan Duncan
Director
Bankwest Curtin 
Economics Centre



DALE ALCOCK, ABN GROUP

Dale Alcock is a homegrown success story, from bricklayer to leading WA home 
builder.  His reputation has become synonymous with quality, excellence and 

distinction. 

Commencing his career as an apprentice bricklayer in 1979 in the small Wheatbelt 
town of Kellerberrin under the direction of his father, Dale learned practical skills 
that would stay with him for life. But more importantly, he gained valuable tactical 
knowledge and experience that would shape his career and ultimately the future of 
Australia’s building industry. 

In 1987, Dale moved to Perth and became a registered builder. Soon aft er that, he 
joined partners, Garry Brown-Neaves and John Webb, to launch Dale Alcock Homes. 
Although a signifi cant enterprise in its own right, Dale Alcock Homes was only 
the start. Expanding from this foundation, Dale went on to establish what would 
become one of Australia’s leading construction, property and fi nance companies – 
the ABN Group.

Today, the ABN Group is comprised of 20 companies and builds over 3,000 homes 
a year. It’s ranked second in the Housing Industry Association’s (HIA) 2012-13 
Housing Top 100 List. Dale still plays an active role at Dale Alcock Homes, as 
Managing Director, in addition to his duties as Managing Director of the ABN 
Group. Since establishing his own dedicated Apprenticeship Training operation in 
2004, ABN Training has trained over 780 apprentices and is Australia’s largest 
private training group in the industry.Dale is also an avid believer in the social 
responsibility of his companies. He provides valuable support to industry training 
programs and promotes career opportunities within the building industry. What’s 
more, in 2006, he and Garry established the ABN Charitable Foundation (http://
www.abngroup.com.au/abn-foundation), which, over the last seven years, has 
donated more than $6.9million to various worthy causes, including medical 
research, relief work and the environment. 

Dale Alcock
Managing Director
Alcock Brown-Neaves 
Group



Ian Carter has served as the CEO of Anglicare WA since 1995.Ian’s career in 
community service, particularly in community capacity building and social 

justice, has been extensive and prolifi c. He has been involved in both creating 
and governing a wide range of community organisations at local, national and 
international levels. 

Ian was a member of the Prime Minister’s Council on Homelessness and the WA 
Ministerial Roundtable on Aff ordable Housing. He is a member of the WA State 
Government’s Partnership Forum, a coalition between leaders in the State Government 
and not-for-profi t organisations. In 2009 he was appointed as the Chairperson of the 
WA State Government’s Social Housing Taskforce. He is a Founding Board Member of 
Foyer Foundation, and Deputy Chairman of the Board of Anglicare Australia.

Ian has held the positions of Deputy President of the ACCOS, President of WACOSS, 
President of Family Services Australia, Chairman of the State Taskforce on Poverty, 
Chairman of the Ministerial Housing Advisory Committee, Chairman of the Anti 
Poverty Week Steering Committee in WA and was a founding Director on the Boards 
of JOBfutures, Leadership WA and the WA Community Foundation.

He was inducted into the General Division of the Order of Australia in 2009.

Ian Carter
CEO
Anglicare

IAN CARTER AM, ANGLICARE

Tania Loosley-Smith is the General Manager of the Strategy & Policy Division for 
the Department of Housing.  

Tania has broad range of experience across the government, non-government 
and private sectors gained over 25 years.  This includes a variety of senior roles 
spanning policy and strategy development, organisation change, strategy 
planning, intergovernmental relations, stakeholder management and program 
development.

In August 2008, Tania accompanied Grahame Searle from Landgate to his newly 
appointed role as Director General to the Department of Housing, to help assist 
with the change, revitalisation and future direction of the Department of Housing.

Tania’s vast experience in policy and strategy development has led her to establish 
the newly formed Strategy and Policy Division within the Department of Housing.  
This Division is responsible for shaping and managing future directions for 
aff ordable housing in WA, and leading policy and reform work within the local and 
federal arenas.

Tania is the Chair of the Housing and Homelessness Policy & Review Working Group 
and the Housing Ministers Advisory Committee panels.

A personal achievement Tania’s was being selected in the inaugural WA cohort of 
the Australian and New Zealand School of Government (ANZOG) Executive Masters 
in Public Administration.  

Tania joined the public service in 1994 and has worked in the Disability Services 
Commission and Landgate.  

Tania Loosley-Smith
General Manager 
Strategy and Policy
Department of 
Housing

TANIA LOOSLEY-SMITH, DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING



MC: JAMES LUSH

James left  the UK back in 2004 and arrived in Perth to space, blue skies, easy 
lifestyle and a wonderful place to bring up a young family.

Married to Alex and with one son (Jasper) at the time it didn’t take long to settle 
into the ‘lucky country’. With a love of sport, socialising and opportunity... this was 
the right place to be.

Now twins Isabel and Archie have completed the family unit and made for one very 
noisy household.

The media is in James’s blood.

Back in the UK James presented a daily show for the BBC for years and grew a 
media business that focused on production and consultancy. Now in Australia, 
it’s more of the same. For the past three years James has presented almost every 
show on 720 ABC at least once.

When not working and free from family duties, James enjoys making the most of 
what the new sunny lifestyle off ers. That normally involves playing some sport 
or other - squash, golf, tennis or dashing here there and everywhere on the red 
scooter.

He is a consumate host, even off  the radio, acting as MC at many Perth events. 

James is a co-founder of Lush Digital, a multimedia production company dedicated 
to the creation of engaging digital storytelling.

James Lush
Lush Digital
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ABOUT THE BANKWEST CURTIN 
ECONOMICS CENTRE

The Bankwest Curtin Economics Centre is an independent 
economic and social research organisation located within 

the Curtin Business School at Curtin University. The Centre was 
established in 2012 through the generous support from Bankwest 
(a division of the Commonwealth Bank of Australia), with a core 
mission to undertake high quality, objective research on the key 
economic and social issues of relevance to Western Australia.

The Centre’s research and engagement activities are designed to 
infl uence economic and social policy debates in state and Federal 
Parliament, regional and national media, and the wider Australian 
community. Through high quality, evidence-based research 
and analysis, our research outcomes inform policy makers 
and commentators of the economic challenges to achieving 
sustainable and equitable growth and prosperity both in Western 
Australia and nationally.

The Centre brings a unique philosophy to research on the major 
economic issues facing Western Australia. By bringing together 
experts from the research, policy and business communities at all 
stages of the process - from framing and conceptualising research 
questions, through the conduct of research, to the communication 
and implementation of research fi ndings – we ensure that 
our research is relevant, fi t for purpose, and makes a genuine 
diff erence to the lives of Australians both in WA and nationally. 

The Centre is able to capitalise on Curtin University’s reputation 
for excellence in economic modelling, forecasting, public policy 
research, trade and industrial economics and spatial sciences. 
Centre researchers have specifi c expertise in economic forecasting, 
quantitative modelling, micro-data analysis and economic and 
social policy evaluation. The Centre also derives great value from 
its close associations with experts from commercial, public service 
and not-for-profi t organisations. 

CONTACT
Bankwest Curtin Economics Centre
Curtin University
Kent Street Bentley WA 6102
GPO Box U1987 Perth WA 6845
Tel: +61 8 9266 2873
bcec@curtin.edu.au
business.curtin.edu.au/bcec


