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About the Bankwest Curtin
Economics Centre

The Bankwest Curtin Economics Centre is an independent economic 
and social research organisation located within the Curtin Business 
School at Curtin University.

The Centre was established in 2012 through the generous support 
of Bankwest, a division of the Commonwealth Bank of Australia. The 
Centre’s core mission is to deliver high quality, accessible research 
that enhances our understanding of key economic and social 
issues that contribute to the wellbeing of West Australian families, 
businesses and communities.

The Centre’s research and engagement activities are designed to 
influence economic and social policy debates in state and Federal 
Parliament, regional and national media, and the wider Australian 
community. Through high quality, evidence-based research 
and analysis, our research outcomes inform policy makers and 
commentators of the economic challenges to achieving sustainable 
and equitable growth and prosperity both in Western Australia and 
nationally.

The Centre capitalises on Curtin University’s reputation for excellence 
in economic modelling, forecasting, public policy research, trade and 
industrial economics and spatial sciences. Centre researchers have 
specific expertise in economic forecasting, quantitative modelling and 
economic and social policy evaluation.



Program

7:15am Registration

7:30am Welcome by MC Di Darmody

7.32am Welcome to Country by Robyn Collard and Wesley College

7.40am Introduction
Scott Guerini
Year-7 student, Telethon Ambassador
Future of Work video

7:45am Opening Address
Hon. David Kelly MLA BA
Minister for Innovation and ICT; Science;  
Water; Fisheries and Forestry
Breakfast is served

8:00am Report Launch
Future of Work in Australia: Preparing for tomorrow’s world
Professor Alan Duncan  
Director 
Bankwest Curtin Economics Centre 
Dr Astghik Mavisakalyan 
Senior Research Fellow 
Bankwest Curtin Economics Centre

8:20am Panel Discussion and Q&A
Anne Driscoll
Director General
Department of Training and Workforce Development
Andy Weir 
Executive General Manager Enterprise Services & Chief Information Officer 
Bankwest 
Rhonda Brighton-Hall 
Founder and CEO 
mwah. Making Work Absolutely Human
Professor Alan Duncan  
Director 
Bankwest Curtin Economics Centre 
Dr Astghik Mavisakalyan 
Senior Research Fellow 
Bankwest Curtin Economics Centre

8:55am Vote of thanks
Professor Deborah Terry AO 
Vice-Chancellor
Curtin University

9:00am Event concludes

Have a question for the panel?
Simply head to www.slido.com and enter event code #FutureOfWork to post your 
question.
Your question will be seen by other audience members and the MC, and you can 
also vote for questions posted by other audience members, if you’d like that 
question answered too.





It is my pleasure to welcome you to the launch of the Bankwest Curtin 
Economics Centre’s report, The Future of Work in Australia: Preparing 
for tomorrow’s world.

As the Australian labour market undergoes rapid change, new jobs and 
markets are created and new ways of doing business begin to emerge.

This BCEC Focus on the States report examines the way in which the 
organisation of work is changing, changes in the quality of jobs over 
time, how technology is impacting the labour market and what can do 
to prepare for the future.

Importantly, it highlights the nature of and growing rate of precarious 
employment across Australian workplaces through a unique index that 
captures job insecurity, lack of control over work and poor working 
conditions. 

We hope the findings delivered today will generate positive and 
productive discussion, and inform policy debates on the future 
workplaces and workforces in Australia.

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank our esteemed presenters for 
their contributions to this morning’s discussion: Hon. David Kelly MLA, 
Innovation and ICT; Minister for Water; Fisheries; Forestry; Science; Ms 
Anne Driscoll, Director General, Department of Training and Workforce 
Development; Mr Andy Weir, Executive General Manager, Enterprise 
Services & Chief Information Officer, Bankwest; Ms Rhonda Brighton-
Hall, Founder and CEO, mwah. Making Work Absolutely Human and 
Scott Guerini, Year 7 Student and Telethon Ambassador. 

As always, I thank you for your ongoing support of the Centre and 
hope you enjoy breakfast and the chance to network with guests in 
attendance today. 

Welcome from  
Alan Duncan

Professor Alan Duncan
Director 
Bankwest Curtin Economics Centre
Curtin Business School,  
Curtin University
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Robyn Collard

Robyn is a Nyungar Yorga from the Whadjuk and Ballardong family groups and 
is a mother of three and nana to 12 beautiful and talented grandchildren.  Her 
wider family includes the McGuire, Bennell and Shaw families with connections to 
the Tiwi Islands.

Robyn recently is a respected Elder and continues to conduct Welcome to 
Country ceremonies. 

Her role is to develop cultural education programs, offer advice from an 
Aboriginal perspective on a range of issues and build capacity with our Aboriginal 
staff.  

Robyn comes with a wealth of knowledge and experience in her career that 
covers previous roles within the Government and Catholic education systems 
as a Principal, Team Leader and Education Consultant from across the Northern 
Territory and Western Australia.



Moorditj Mob

In the Nyoongar language, Moorditj means ‘great’, ‘strong’ or ‘excellent’. The Moorditj Mob performers are 
students in Wesley College’s Indigenous Program , where they learn about how their culture is important to 
their identity today. Performance is an important element of the program and assists in creating pride and 
understanding of the various local Aboriginal cultures. 
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Scott Guerini
Year-7 student, Telethon Ambassador

After learning about fundraising in his 4 year old Kindy class, Scott decided he 
needed to help sick kids and babies, so he founded Scott’s Great Walk and walked 
the 25km from his farm to town. Now Scott is 12 years old and he has become a 
4x Marathoner, International Hiker who has walked over 450km in 8 years and is 
Telethon’s Biggest Littlest Fundraiser having raised $140,000. 

Scott is a published author and with his book runs workshops for kids to get them 
thinking about how they can change the world.  Scott is a motivational speaker 
who’s story inspires kids at schools and adults at corporate events. When Scott 
grows up he hopes to be a Doctor and wants to become a Million Dollar Partner 
for Telethon by the time he is 90. 

Scott lives by the motto “it’s easy to make a difference, what can you do?”.

Hon. David Kelly MLA
Minister for Innovation and ICT; Science; Water; Fisheries and Forestry

Dave Kelly is the State Labor Member for Bassendean, and the Minister for Water, 
Fisheries; Forestry; Innovation and ICT and Science.

As a Minister in the McGowan Labor Government, Dave’s priority is creating and 
supporting WA jobs and working within his various portfolios to help diversify the 
WA economy. 

Prior to being elected as the member for Bassendean Dave Kelly was State 
Secretary of United Voice. This is the union that represents frontline staff in WA’s 
schools, hospitals, childcare, disability and aged care centres along with cleaners, 
security and hospitality workers. 



Alan Duncan
Director, Bankwest Curtin Economics Centre

Alan is Director of the Bankwest Curtin Economics Centre and Bankwest 
Professor of Economic Policy at Curtin University. 

Alan has published widely in academic and policy outlets of the highest 
international reputation, and was awarded the prestigious Frisch Medal of the 
Econometric Society in 2000 for a paper published in the world-leading journal, 
Econometrica. His broad range of research interests include: public policy; 
education, training and childcare; labour market participation; gender equity; 
and inequality and wellbeing.

Alan completed a DPhil in Economics at the University of York. He has served 
on senior advisory panels and boards for government and public sector 
organisations and has given evidence at Federal Senate Committee hearings.

Astghik Mavisakalyan 
Senior Research Fellow, Bankwest Curtin Economics Centre

Astghik is a Senior Research Fellow at Bankwest Curtin Economics Centre. 
Previously she served as a postdoctoral fellow at the Australian National 
University. 

Astghik’s research interests are in economics of education, labour economics 
and political economy, with a particular focus on gender. In 2010, Astghik 
received the Walter Noel Gillies Prize for the Best PhD Thesis in Economics at 
the University of Sydney; in 2015 she was awarded Curtin Business School New 
Researcher of the Year award. 

Astghik serves on the editorial committee of The Economic and Labour 
Relations Review.
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Andy Weir
Executive General Manager Enterprise Services and Chief Information 
Officer, Bankwest

Andy is a member of the Bankwest Executive Leadership Team, who are 
responsible for setting and driving the organisational strategy. His remit also 
extends to technology, operations and change management. He has over 20 
years’ leadership experience in delivering major strategic and organisational 
change in both Europe and Australia. 

Andy has led a number of transformational culture changes across Bankwest 
including the national retail expansion program, creating one of Australia’s 
most innovative distribution networks. He also played an integral role in 
establishing an activity-based working culture and led the Bankwest and 
Commonwealth Bank of Australia integration program. 

He is a driving force behind Bankwest’s productivity agenda with the aim of 
creating one of the most agile and customer focused technology divisions in the 
world.

Anne Driscoll
Director General, Department of Training and Workforce Development

Anne commenced in the role of Director General, Department of Training and 
Workforce Development in May 2017 having previously occupied the position of 
Director General, Department of Commerce since July 2015. 

Prior to this Anne held the statutory position of Commissioner for Consumer 
Protection and Prices Commissioner over a period of seven years from 2008. 
Since graduating from the University of Western Australia with a Bachelor 
of Arts majoring in psychology and commerce, Anne has gained experience 
in numerous public sector roles including 18 years in the employment and 
training sector in the Commonwealth Government. 

Ms Driscoll has also served on a number of Boards and Committees including 
the WorkCover WA Board, the Medical Board of WA, the National Standing 
Committee for Consumer Affairs and the Commission for Occupational Health 
and Safety.  



Rhonda Brighton-Hall
Founder and CEO, mwah. Making Work Absolutely Human

Rhonda is Founder and CEO of mwah. Making Work Absolutely Human 
– part toolkit, part think tank and part community. She is also Chair of 
FlexCareers, Chair of the AHRI Inclusion and Diversity Reference Panel, a Rare 
Birds Ambassador, past Patron of ASPECT (Autism Spectrum Australia) and 
recognised as a game changer in the future design of organisations, Human 
Resources, leadership and flexible work. 

With a corporate career spanning BHP, Sara Lee, Luxottica and CBA, across 
Europe, Asia, and the USA, and a former HR Leader of the Year, Telstra 
Businesswoman of the Year, and inductee into the Human Capital hall of Fame, 
her deep expertise is leadership, culture, teamwork and diversity. 

Rhonda lectures at Sydney University and in 2017, did her first TedX talk – 
“Playing with Seven Aces” – on the benefits (and alternatives) to privilege. 

A determined optimist, her fundamental belief – That we can design the future 
of work to work for more of us. 
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Professor Deborah Terry AO
Vice-Chancellor, Curtin University

Professor Deborah Terry was appointed Curtin University’s Vice-Chancellor 
in February 2014 and is a Fellow and the immediate past President of the 
Academy of Social Sciences in Australia (ASSA), as well as Deputy Chair of the 
Board of Universities Australia.  She is also on the Board of Committee for Perth 
and AARNET, the provider of Australia’s network infrastructure for education 
and research, and a past Chair of the Australian Council of Learned Academies 
and the Australian Research Council’s College of Experts in the Social, 
Behavioural and Economic Sciences.

Professor Terry completed her PhD in Social Psychology at the Australian 
National University in Canberra.  She had a distinguished career at the 
University of Queensland, initially as an internationally recognised scholar in 
psychology, before progressing through a number of senior leadership roles, 
including Senior Deputy Vice-Chancellor.  She was made an Officer in the 
General Division of the Order of Australia (AO), the country’s highest honours 
system for achievement and service, in June 2015 for distinguished service to 
education in the tertiary sector.

Di Damordy
Producer and Presenter, 720 ABC Perth

With over 17 years of experience as a journalist and presenter with ABC Radio, 
Di is a well known - and popular – voice for listeners in Perth and throughout 
Western Australia.

Di has presented ABC Perth Breakfast, Mornings, Afternoons, Drive, Saturday 
Breakfast, The Country Hour as well as National Nightlife. She has also worked 
on National Grandstand, AFL and WAFL coverage and has hosted a variety of 
regional and state-wide programs across WA.  

Di is also a regular Master of Ceremonies, Conference Host and Facilitator and is 
passionate about bringing events to life. 



Professor Fran  
Ackermann 
Professor of Strategy and 
Risk, Faculty of Business 
and Law 
Curtin University

Ms Linda Adnyana 
Director, Regional Education 
and Strategic Projects 
Curtin University

Mr Tim Allan 
Corporate Partner Manager 
United Way West Australia

Mr Ian Anderson 
President 
Western Australian Primary 
Principals’ Association

Ms Luci Ardagh 
Fremantle Dockers  
Foundation 
Fremantle Football Club

Ms Suzanne Ardagh 
Director 
Cancer Council WA

Mrs Margaret Armitage 
Business and 
Leadership Coach 
Altus Q

Ms Sue Ash AO

Mr Christian Banagbanag 
Student 
Yule Brook College

Mr Glenn Barrett 
Principal Policy Officer 
Department of the Premier 
and Cabinet

Ms Tania Bauk 
Manager, Organisation  
Development & Performance 
Water Corporation

Ms Suzy Bayne 
Head of Academic Services - 
Students 
Methodist Ladies College

Mr Henry Bennett

Mr Kym Bills 
Chief Executive Officer 
Western Australian Energy 
Research Alliance

Ms Emily Birch 
Senior Manager People  
Capability 
RAC

Mr Brad Birt 
Director, Learning  
Partnerships 
Curtin University

Mr Kartikeya Bisht 
Student 
Perth Modern School

Emeritus Professor 
Harry Bloch 
Member 
Economic Society of 
Australia WA

Ms Ashleigh Brand 
Project Leader, Kaleidoscope 
Initiative 
City of Stirling

Mr Steve Bredemeyer 
Procurement Manager 
Perth Airport

Ms Ruth Brennan 
Senior Policy Officer 
Department of the Premier 
and Cabinet

Ms Angela Briant 
General Secretary 
Independent Education 
Union

Mrs Rhonda  
Brighton-Hall 
CEO and Co-Founder 
mwah. Making Work  
Absolutely Human

Ms Kate Brooks 
Innovation Manager, WesCEF 
Innovation, Wesfarmers 
Chemicals, Energy & 
Fertilisers

Mr Nicholas Cairoscas 
Student 
Wesley College

Mr Terry Caldon 
Student 
Wesley College

Mr Ian Callahan 
Chief Operating Officer 
Curtin University

Ms Gianna Cammarano 
Director PGH Policy and 
New Measures, Australian 
Taxation Office

Mrs Roisin Carmody 
Project Delivery Lead 
Foundation Housing Ltd

Associate Professor Rebecca 
Cassells 
Principal Research Fellow 
Bankwest Curtin Economics 
Centre

Mr Ben Caulfield 
Student 
Perth Modern School 

Ms Tania Ceconni 
Executive Director 
CEOs for Gender Equity
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Ms Alice Chen 
Senior Manager, Immigration 
EY

Mr Richard Cheng 
Principal Analyst 
Economic Regulation  
Authority

Ms Sara Chillemi 
Executive Manager HRBP 
Bankwest

Mr David Christmas 
Director, Economic and  
Revenue Forecasting,  
Department of Treasury WA 

Keithien Cielos 
Student 
Yule Brook College

Mr Luke Clarke 
Policy Adviser 
Department of Premier and 
Cabinet

Ms Kathryn Clements 
Manager, Careers &  
Leadership Development 
Curtin University
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Chief Executive Officer 
WA Museum

Ms Lena Constantine 
Manager, Chamber of  
Commerce and Industry WA
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Account Manager 
Workwear Group

Mr William Craig 
Student 
Scotch College

Mr Andrew Crevald 
College Director 
Curtin College

Dr Lesley Crowe- 
Delaney 
Research Fellow 
Curtin University Faculties of 
Humanites/ Science

Ms Di Darmody 
Producer and Presenter 
720 ABC Perth

Mr Gyles Davies 
Student 
Scotch College

Ms Jay Davies 
Manager People  
Development 
RACWA

Professor Nigel de Bussy 
Pro Vice-Chancellor, Faculty 
of Business and Law 
Curtin University

Mr Dennis Delaney 
Properities Manager 
Caltex

Dr Subas Dhakal 
Lecturer 
School of Management

Professor Carolyn  
Dickie 
Deputy Pro Vice-Chancellor, 
Faculty of Business and Law 
Curtin University

Mr Graeme Dix 
Business Director 
Master Builders Association 
WA

Mr Brett Dorney 
General Manager 
North Metropolitan TAFE

Dr Raymond Driehuis 
Acting Head of Department 
Perth Modern School

Ms Anne Driscoll 
Director General 
Department of Training and 
Workforce Development

Professor Alan Duncan 
Director, Bankwest Curtin  
Economics Centre

Ms Jayne Duncan 
Head of Careers  
Development 
Wesley College

Mr Andrew Dunkin 
Program Manager 
Instituted of Public  
Administration Australia WA

Ms Amanda Dunn 
Senior Finance Officer 
Economic Regulation  
Authority

Ms Leza Duplock 
Administrative Officer 
The John Curtin Institute of 
Public Policy

Dr Tim Dymond 
Researcher 
UnionsWA

Mr David Eaton 
Chief Executive Officer 
Small Business Development 
Corporation

Ms Laura Edmond 
Recruitment Consultant, 
People and Organisational  
Development, Department of 
Transport

Ms Robyn Ekberg 
Director of Careers and  
Transition, Aquinas College

Ms Megan Eliis 
Executive Support 
COTA WA

Ms Ines Elloy 
Events Administration 
Officer 
Instituted of Public 
Administration Australia WA
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Teacher 
St George’s Anglican 
Grammar School

Miss Clara Fargant 
Lodging Coordinator 
Foundation Housing Ltd
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Climate Justice Community 
Organiser, RRaFT Educators

Mr Roshan Fernandes 
Manager HR and Business 
Support, Economic 
Regulation Authority

Dr Scott Fitzgerald 
Senior Lecturer 
Curtin University

Mr James Flaherty 
Operations Manager 
Business Foundations

Sanjo Fobizi 
Student 
Yule Brook College

Ms Janine Freeman MLA 
Member for Mirrabooka 
WA Parliament
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Dean of Teaching and 
Learning 
Scotch College

Ms Jenness Gardner 
Chief Executive Officer 
Economic Regulation 
Authority
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Executive Director WA 
Housing Industry 
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VET Coordinator 
Aquinas College
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Student Experience, Career 
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Curtin University
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Senior Associate 
King & Wood Mallesons
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Executive Officer to the Vice-
Chancellor 
Curtin University
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Development Manager 
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Training Manager 
Business Foundations

Ms Meredith Hammat 
Secretary 
UnionsWA
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Skills Catalyst 
CORE Innovation Hub
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Economics Teacher 
Wesley College
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Marketing Director 
KPMG
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Bankwest Curtin Economics 
Centre
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Student 
Yule Brook College
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The University of Western 
Australia
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Analyst, Department of Jobs 
and Small Business
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